
 

SCBCS 2022 Summer Reading & Writing: Rising 6th Grade 

**Families are responsible for acquiring their own books through book stores, Amazon, Kindle, etc.** 

 
1. Choose and read a nonfiction book about ancient Egypt. 

Suggested books: https://www.barnesandnoble.com/b/books/ancient-history-
kids/ancient-egypt-kids-history/_/N-29Z8q8Zu0m 

 
2. Read The Egypt Game, by Zilpha Keatley Snyder. 

 
FOR EACH BOOK YOU READ… 

 Take notes as you read. This can be done on sticky notes, a piece of notebook paper, 
“bookmark,” journaling, etc. Be sure to write at least one thing for each chapter as a reference 
tool. For example: “The most important thing to remember from this chapter was…” You can 
also record words you are unfamiliar with (with page numbers) or your own thoughts, 
predictions, inferences, info about characters, etc. 

 You may be asked to complete a project, take the AR test, etc., in August, so the more notes you 
take, the better off you will be. 

 
3. Summer Writing Journal 

Instructions:  Write a journal entry at least once a week. Each entry should be at least one paragraph 
long (5-8 GOOD. DETAILED sentences).  You should have a minimum of ten pieces of complete writing. 
(This does not mean write ten times in August).  You may choose to use the topics below or choose 
topics of your own.   

More information… 

a. Journal can be handwritten or typed.  If typed, print it out and put it in a prong folder or 
presentation folder.  Handwritten journals can be kept in a composition or spiral notebook.   

b. Do not rush through these writing assignments. Each piece should be an example of quality 
work.  Reread your work and then reread it again later.  Make corrections as needed. 

c. Remember to start paragraphs with a “hook” or interesting introductory sentence, include 3-5 
detail sentences and end the paragraph with a concluding sentence.  

d. Students know that sentences begin with capital letters and end with punctuation.  Students 
also know that sentence fragments or sentences without a subject and/or predicate are not 
acceptable.  Do not guess at how to spell words...look them up or use spell check! 

e. If you do any research, cite your book, newspaper, and/or internet sources.  Also, write your 
findings in your own words.  Do not plagiarize!  

f. Make it fun! Write about things you love, activities you enjoy doing, things that matter to YOU.  

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/b/books/ancient-history-kids/ancient-egypt-kids-history/_/N-29Z8q8Zu0m
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/b/books/ancient-history-kids/ancient-egypt-kids-history/_/N-29Z8q8Zu0m


 

g. Writing topic suggestions… 

 Many families go on a vacation when school is out.  Write about your vacation.  If you do not go 
on a vacation write about the vacation you would like for your family to take. 

 Go for a nature walk.  Record your plant and animal findings in paragraph form. 
 Read a news article and write a summary of the article.  Include who, what, when, where, why, 

and how (as applicable). 
 June 14 is Flag Day. Research the origin of Flag Day to learn a little about the history of this 

holiday. Write a paragraph explaining the reason Flag Day is celebrated.  
 June 19 is known as Juneteenth. This special day commemorates the ending of slavery in the 

United States in 1865. Write a speech about what freedom means to you.  
 June 21 is the first day of summer. What is your favorite summer activity?  
 Create a notebook of your favorite summer recipes.  
 Write a movie review as though you are a movie critic.    
 July 4 is Independence Day. On July 4, 1776, the United States declared its independence from 

Britain. Every year people celebrate this holiday with fireworks. Research the history of 
fireworks. Write a paragraph or two describing what you discovered.  

 July 6 the first picture postcard was made. Design a postcard that depicts one of your favorite 
places to visit. Write a note to a friend that describes the place you are visiting that is portrayed 
on your postcard. Remember to include a greeting and closing and addresses! 

 July 9 is “National Sugar Cookie Day.” Write a descriptive paragraph that describes the ultimate 
sugar cookie you would like to make, decorate, and eat.  Remember to include words that will 
appeal to your reader’s senses of taste, touch, smell, sight, and even hearing. Don’t forget to 
include the shape, colors and decorations.  Sketch your amazingly delicious cookie.  

 July 16, Apollo 11 lifted off for its voyage to the moon in 1969. Do you think we will ever live on 
the moon? Why or why not? Would you want to live there? What would the economic cost be 
for those who pursue this endeavor? Is this a wise use of our resources?  Write a paragraph that 
supports reasons for or against space travel and exploration. 

 July 17, Disneyland opened in 1955. When did Disney World open? Which park has more 
visitors? What is your favorite thing to do at Disney? What is on the horizon for each park? 

 August 1, 1779, lawyer and poet, Francis Scott Key was born. After witnessing an attack during 
the War of 1812, Key wrote a poem that was later set to music and became known as, “The Star 
Spangled Banner.” Write your own poem honoring an event in American history. 

 August 6 is “Friendship Day.” What makes a great friend? What characteristics does a friend 
have? What is a friend willing to do? Create a “want ad” that describes what you look for in a 
“Great Friend.”  

 August 9 in 1944 Smokey the Bear was “born.” Research the story behind this safety minded 
character and write about the history of Smokey the bear. 

 August 12 in 1981 IBM announced a new personal computer (PC) for home use. How do you 
think computers and technology have helped our lives? How do you think computers and 
technology have possibly harmed our lives?  

 


